PRESS RELEASE
4 March 2014
Sabz Cooperative and Elegant Products II Sign Agreement for Afghan Saffron  
Elegant Products II to be First Distributor for Afghan Saffron within the USA
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February 20, 2014, Afghanistan – Mr. Aziz Bakhshi, President of Sabz Cooperative, Bagram, Afghanistan and Mr. Bakulesh Shah, Founder and Owner of Elegant Products II, Franklin Park, NJ, USA jointly announced an agreement to promote and sell pre-packaged Saffron grown in Afghanistan within the United States of America. Under the agreement, Elegant Products II, a spice trading company with more than 20 years experience will have the exclusive right to sell saffron under the brand name of “GEM”. 

 “This historic trade agreement, negotiated over six months, promotes friendship through commerce between Afghanistan and the USA,” said Mr. Bakhshi, President of Sabz Co-op. He is pleased that “for the first time an Afghanistan company will directly export their superb saffron to the USA, popularizing it in that country as well as making it possible to provide a sustained income to hundreds of saffron growers in Afghanistan and empower women who are the primary saffron producers, harvesters and processors”.
Mr. Bakhshi, President of Sabz Co-op.
“In the second quarter of this year, American consumers will have an opportunity to enjoy pure untainted and unmodified saffron from Afghanistan”, said Bakulesh Shah, Founder of Elegant Products II. “The Afghanistan saffron quality is second to none and we are confident of the future commercial success of the “GEM” brand of Afghan saffron in the United States.”   
Both Mr. Bakhshi and Mr. Shah are thankful to Mr. Pradeep Patnaik, USDA Senior Agricultural Representative in the Regional Platform-East for introducing both parties and guiding them at every stage resulting in the successful signing of the agreement. They also appreciate Mr. Patnaik promoting the role of the private sector and women in Afghanistan’s agricultural development.
For further information please contact:

Sabz Co-op: International Marketing Director, Barbra Heller, email: sabzcoop@gmail.com
Elegant Products II: Founder and Owner, Bakulesh Shah, email: eprodnj@gmail.com
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